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FUR  CATCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1963 

Compiled  in  the  Bird  and  Mammal  Laboratories 
Division  of  Wildlife  Research 

Since  approximately  the  same  number  of  State  game  and  conservation  com- 
missions supplied  fur  catch  data  for  1963  as  for  1962,  it  is  possible  to  cite 
percentage  increase  or  decrease  over  1962  for  the  animals  harvested: 

Raccoon  +10% 
Skunk  -237o 
Weasel  -187o 
Wolf  +76% 
Wolverine  +54% 


Badger 

-27% 

Fisher 

+29% 

Mink 

+18% 

Bassarisk 

-14% 

Foxes 

+26% 

Muskrat 

+11% 

Beaver 

+12% 

Fur  seal 

+  9% 

Nutria 

+33% 

Bobcat 

-16% 

Lynx 

+73% 

Opossum 

-  6% 

Coyote 

+52% 

Marten 

+41% 

Otter 

+36% 

Hawaii  has  no  wild  fur  harvest. 


The  1963  season  once  again  found  the  fur  industry  in  reasonably  good 
financial  condition.  Raw  pelt  prices  were  higher  for  those  animals  in  demand, 
such  as  mink,  muskrat,  otter  and  beaver,  although  beaver  prices  were  down 
slightly  in  Alaska,  Kansas  and  Missouri. 

As  in  the  past,  foxes,  lynx,  coyote  and  Alaska  wolves  were  used  for 
trimmings  and  showed  increases  over  1962.  The  smaller  animals  showing  de- 
creases were  badger,  bassarisk,  bobcat,  opossum,  skunk,  and  weasel,  reflecting 
a  lack  of  interest  by  the  industry.   Except  for  the  bobcat,  low  pelt  prices 
make  the  trapping  of  these  fur  bearers  unprofitable.  North  Dakota  reported 
184,573  jack  rabbits--or  91,190  less  than  in  1962,  a  decrease  of  33%, 

During  1963,  the  United  States  exported  11,254,282  crude  fur  skins  for  a 
total  value  of  $35,126,730,  Undressed  foxes,  muskrat,  and  raccoon  were  export- 
ed to  Canada  and  Europe;  American  opossum  went  to  Mexico,  Europe  and  New  Zealand; 
while  skunk  went  to  Europe  and  the  Korean  Republic,  Mink,  primarily  ranched, 
were  exported  to  every  continent  and  niombered  817,067  pelts,  representing 
$14,376,004. 

Despite  the  domestic  supply  of  fur  animals,  the  United  States  annually 
imports  considerable  quantities  of  certain  pelts  in  demand  such  as  beaver,  foxes, 
marten,  muskrat,  nutria,  otter,  weasel,  ermine  and  especially  mink.  Mink  is 
still  the  most  wanted  fur,  because  of  its  lustrous  appearance  and  light  weight, 
and  consequently  it  has  been  the  mainstay  of  the  fur  industry. 


WILD  FUR   ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1962-63 
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2,843 

103,709 

164,125 

7,204 

9,263 

2,232 

152,072 

4,443 

NOS  -  No  open  season. 

y   Includes  Prlbilof  Islands  fur  seal  -  85,254. 

2/  Alaska:  Blue  and  white  fox  -  1,500. 

3_/   Maine:  Paid  bounty  on  bobcats, 

4/  Michigan:  Paid  bounty  on  bobcats,  coyote  and  red  fox. 


5/  Nev  Hampshire:  Paid  bounty  on  bobcats. 

6/  Nev  York:  Gave  gunning  figures  only. 

]_/   North  Dakota:  Included  jack  rabbits  and  bracketed  bobcats  and  Canadian  lynx. 

*  States  vith  asterisks  gave  no  report. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1962-63 


STATE 

Marten 

Mink 

Muskrat 

Nutria 

Opossum 

Otter 

Raccoon 

Skunk  6. 
Civet  Cat 

Weasel 

Timber 
Wolf 

Wolverine 

Alabama 

8,000 
48 

"534 
'"13 

291 

'59 

8 

432 
NOS 

10,050 
22,000 

15,387 
1,086 

28 

22 

660 

2,932 
8,416 
10,500 
14,312 

2,660 
12,050 
51,316 

3,078 
425 

1,209 
13,830 
55,696 

9,313 
11,929 

9,121 
7,504 

991 

3 

14,517 
6,565 
8,743 

1,549 
2,185 
4,973 
261 
2,141 

20,323 

6,895 

1,677 

655 

2,119 

3,961 

951 

23,895 

8 

13,960 
85,000 

175 

4,310 

39,240 
174 

2 

270 

500 

"8^675 
15,900 
2,339 

12,096 
12,530 
20,157 

767 

2,180 

349 

3,244 

60,997 

2,167 

12,901 

21,743 

9,890 

246 

6,806 

"2,263 

16,711 
8,287 

6,628 

379 

3,872 

440 
3,000 

438 

"    "36 

1,739 

100 

97 

'8,484 
456 
241 

48 
587 
425 
100 

51 

132 

176 
1,456 

272 

9 
614 

NOS 

351 
512 

498 
1 

19,710 

88,748 
1,247 

463 

1,350 

2,500 

477 
38,522 
92,500 
64,250 

47,016 

22,411 

160,213 

1,339 

7,226 

1,665 

194,560 

60,543 

15,670 

201,308 

2,110 
17,592 

1,317 

540 

216,400 

56,648 
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11 
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1,682 

6 
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20 

1,376 
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5 
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59 

17 
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67 

'230 

64 

300 

93 

8 
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65 

13 
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34 

32 
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67 
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2  56 

464 

1,239 

33 

947 

22 

10 

236 
66 

1 

105 
236 
160 

7  50 
19 
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Connecticut 
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3,500 
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5,590 
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Maine 

Mary land 

9 

Michigan 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

303 

10 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey. 
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New  York   1/ 

170,214 

NOS 
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32,785 
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1 
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Texas 

3,330 
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Wyoming 

99,019 

37,816 
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92 

TOTAL 
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1,362,842 

274,628 
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13,121 
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460 

NOS  -  No  open  season. 

\l   New  York:  Gave  gunning  figures  only. 

*  States  with  asterisks  gave  no  report. 


SAMPLES  OF  AVERAGE  PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  TRAPPERS,  1962-63 

iDoIlars  per  pelt) 


AlaBkat 

California, . . . 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Louisiana  , . . . . 

Maine  

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

North  Dakota . . 

Ohio 

Oregon  

Pennsylvania . . 

Tennessee  

Texas  ..... 

West  Virginia. 


20.00 
7.58 


9.74 
5.39 

13.81 
15.01. 
11.56 
4.70 
10.26 
6.71 
9.56 
9.58 
10.24 
11.52 


4.00 
9.41 


2.75 

5.48 
1.50 
2.00 
1.81 
2.00 
4.00 
1.00 
4.62 
5.50 
5.06 

4.57 

1.28 
1.00 
1.36 


Coyote 


6.00 
2.41 
2.20 
2.58 
1.04 


2.00 

3.00 

.55 

2.85 

2.50 

2.63 


30.00 
7.92 
4.70 
10.74 
11.36 
7.50 
11.84 
12.00 
18.50 
10.60 
10.71 
10.99 
16.00 
9.43 
7.68 
8.33 
9.20 
6.50 
7.88 


1.00 

.98 

.52 

.85 

.68 

1.60 

1.35 

1.35 

.85 

.90 

.81 

.66 

1.20 
.95 
1.01 
1.17 
1. 00 
1.08 


Opossum 


17.68 


17.00 
21.26 
20.00 
20.00 


16.69 


1.99 
1.56 
2.37 
2.08 
1.80 
1.67 
2.50 
3.00 
1.95 
1.94 
1.75 
2.83 
2.24 
2.08 
1.68 
■1.69 
1.20 
1.41 


Red 
fox* 


5.00 

1.45 
3.41 
.50 
1.00 
2.38 
2.00 
3.00 
1.25 
2.82 

1.74 
1.55 
3.69 
.99 
1.54 

1.42 


Striped 
skunk 


.97 
.50 
.50 
.38 
.50 
1.01 

.50 
.55 
.60 
.77 
.57 
.66 
.77 
.58 
.61 
.50 
.60 


1.00 
.24 
.54 
.63 
.85 

'!47 

.75 
.30 
.75 
.56 
.76 
.94 
.78 
.52 
.67 
.74 


*  The  follovlng  States  submitted  prices  received  for  pelts  of  red  and  gray  foxes  combined:  Alabama  -  60;  Illinois  1.11;  Maine  -  2.38;  Nev  Mexico  -  70;  Oklahoma 
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The  Department  of  the  Interior,  created  in  1849,  is  our  Nation's  Department 
of  Natural  Resources,  concerned  with  management,  conservation,  and  development 
of  water,  wildlife,  mineral,  forest,  and  park  and  recreational  resources.   It 
also  has  major  responsibilities  for  Indian  and  Territorial  affairs. 


As  America's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  works  to  assure 
that  nonrenewable  resources  are  developed  and  used  wisely,  that  park  and  recrea- 
tional resources  are  conserved  for  the  future,  and  that  renewable  resources 
make  their  full  contribution  to  the  progress,  prosperity,  and  security  of  the 
United  States,  now  and  in  the  future. 


